Overview

General overview of recent events from Bret:


Bret, please review the information about the Frank O. enclosure.  I’m not sure about some of the materials spelling.


Please add anything you want to remind us all about.


The Taming Tips and Baby Raptor information I copied from the different areas in the clinic and nursery.  Please modify and clarify facts where necessary.

Oliver the year old red-tail hawk brought in last spring is undergoing taming.  He’s been fitted with bracelets and comes out at least once a day since January.  

· When taming birds are taken out, initial and mark the date on the white board chart in the trailer office, the birds’ chart in the clinic and on the clinic clipboard.

· Always check the tightness of the bracelets;

· After checking with Bret, make sure they’re greased monthly.

Student Staff

Robin Compton

Robin graduated fall 2005 with a degree in Avian Sciences.  This is her last quarter at the Center so let’s all say good-bye and good luck out there in the big, cruel world.

In a recent chat with Robin she told me she’s probably going to stay in the area for a while.  She’ll apply to vet school and work locally in a clinic.  Once in vet school, she’ll specialize in birds, namely raptors and parrots.  

Courtney Wong

Majoring in Wildlife Fisheries and Conservation Biology and in her third year at UC Davis, Courtney has vet school aspirations.  Specializing in small and exotic animals, she began volunteering at the Raptor Center in her first year.  From her weekend and summer volunteer work at the San Francisco Zoo in high school, Courtney’s compassion for animals grew.  Hawk Hill in the Children’s zoo area, the resident raptors, hawks, owls, and eagles, were put on display.  She was part of that team.  

Volunteers

Let’s meet the Saturday folks:

Kelly Torres graduated in 2001 from UCD with a degree in Nature and Culture.  Forever an animal lover, her interest in birds stems from early relationships with parakeets.  Knowing she wanted to be involved with wildlife a previous volunteer stint at the Peninsula Humane Society, Wildlife Center satisfied her desire to help.  She’s volunteered at the Raptor Center since 2001.  An avid birder with advocacy and activism as some of her strong points, Kelly devotes her free time educating family and friends on raptor awareness and identification.  After several years as a Saturday volunteer feeding, administering medical treatments, tending to the babies during baby raptor season and handling the taming birds, Kelly is assisting Jo Cowan with some outreach events and has taken on the task of newsletter coordinator.

Linnea vonAHn started volunteering on Saturday’s at the Raptor Center in 2003. Linnea had always wanted to be a veterinarian and began her education at UC Berkeley.  Fueling her desire to accumulate medical knowledge she enrolled at Sonoma States and completed their medical technician program.  She joined the field of Law enforcement and obtained a position as an Airport Police Officer.  An opportunity to join the California Highway Patrol presented itself and she joined up.  A few years into her role as a CHP officer, she became certified as an Emergency Medical Technician.  After an illustrious career, Linnea retired from the California Highway Patrol and began her adventure back to vet school.  She discovered she needed more experience handling large and small animals and launched her volunteer work.  She’s currently registered at Cosumnes River College and taking courses to become a Registered Vet Tech.  She’ll complete this coursework next year and will begin the application process to vet school.

Rebecca Corley is in her third year in the Avian Sciences program at UC Davis.  She wanted the opportunity to work with raptors especially after taking the raptor biology course.  An animal lover in general, she has always been fascinated with birds.  She grew up with parakeets, cockatiels in the house.  A Gilroy native, she became an active and proficient birder watching the bird diversity at her homes backyard feeders.  Rebecca wants to learn as much as possible about birds and their physiology because she’s looking at careers in bird conservation.  

Cara Thow, Wildlife Fisheries and Conservation Biology major, winter 2006 is her first quarter at the Center.  She heard about the Center from a friend and decided to join.  Her interest in birds comes from when she raised doves in the past.  Now her interest lies in wildlife rehabilitation and she’s looking at a career as a wildlife biologist.  Vet school may come later.

Obituaries

A burrowing owl in the Northeast enclosure passed away.

The old white-tailed kite in west fence passed away the end of January.

Sharp-shinned hawk in West fence 9 passed away. He arrived at CRC in 1999.

Enclosure Updates

The Frank Ogasawara Flight cage is almost ready for use.  Saturday, February 4th, Bret, with volunteers Joe DiNunzio, Larry Gertz and Ken Dexter brought their gear out to finish up some details.  Choroplast panels were placed over the corrugated white outer walls; aircraft cable was strung along the top to hang shade cloth on them.  The exposed bolts along the infrastructure will be covered to protect birds from injuries. Steve McLellan also helped out on Feb 5.

Baby Raptor Season

Spring begins March 20th and we know the breeding season does as well. Let’s gear up for the season because in late January we’ve already had two baby barn owls.  

We’ve cared for these baby birds for many seasons but refreshing our knowledge on that care is always a good thing.  Follow this link to those guidelines set up long ago:  Feeding Baby Raptors.

What’s Going On?

Well, for starters, we’re planning a CRC Open House in May.  Probably the 22nd so we’re going to need volunteers.  If you’d like to help us put on a terrific event, send an email to raptorkt@gmail.com to sign up.  You’ll all be put on a list and contacted.  

Next, a fellow CRC fanatic, Catherine Portman, is the president of the Burrowing Owl Foundation in Woodland.   Her organization is looking for volunteers to assist on a burrowing owl survey.  Give her a call or send her an email with your inquiries.  For more information, follow this link………. 

Related Links and articles

September – October 2005 article on Merlins

PDF of Vet School newsletter




Taming bird refresher tips:








